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• 4 prospectus documents developed

• Specified risk linkages:
– Late Successional Bottomland Hardwoods 

(Coastal Carolinas & Lower Mississippi Alluvial Valley)
– Mesophytic Cove Sites
– Central Appalachian CBA



ECOLOGICAL FORESTRY IN BOTTOMLAND HARDWOODS 
IN THE COASTAL CAROLINAS

MORE  I N F O :  N I CK@ F OR ES TGU I L D .ORG

FOR ES TS T EWARDSGU I L D .ORG

Photo :  Amanda  Mahaffey .

THE ORGANIZATION: The Forest Stewards Guild is  a  national  environmental  nonprofit
organization who practices and promotes responsible forestry as a means of  sustaining
the integrity of  forest ecosystems and the human communities dependent upon them.

 
THE PROJECT: Our project wil l  maintain and enhance bottomland hardwood forests on
public  and private lands in the Coastal  Carolinas for the benefit  of  wildlife species and
freshwater systems.  We wil l  export lessons learned about "wildlife forestry" practices
from our work in the Lower Mississippi  Alluvial  Valley to the Atlantic  Coast to exemplify
and promote ecological  forest management in these systems.

 
THE VISION:    Our goal  is  nothing short of  abundant bottomland hardwood forests for
healthy human and natural  communities in the Coastal  Carolinas.  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  I M P A C T :  I n  t h e  f i r s t  2  y e a r s ,  o u r  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r e s t o r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  l a t e
s u c c e s s i o n a l  b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d  f o r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  F S C  C o n t r o l l e d
W o o d  N a t i o n a l  R i s k  A s s e s s m e n t ' s  S p e c i f i c e d  R i s k  A r e a  f o r  B o t t o m l a n d  H a r d w o o d  A r e a s  i n  
 t h e  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n .  F S C  c e r t i f i c a t e  h o l d e r s  p u r s u i n g  a  c o n t r o l l e d  w o o d  m i t i g a t i o n  o p t i o n
c a n  l e v e r a g e  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  s u p p o r t .  T h e  r e l e v e n t  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e :

E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h :  
E x e m p l i f y  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s
I d e n t i f y  l a t e  s u c c e s s i o n a l
c o n d i t i o n s
T e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e

 

T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s :
F o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  p l a n s
E n h a n c e d  h a b i t a t  f o r  i n t e r i o r
f o r e s t  b i r d s
E c o l o g i c a l  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t

L a n d o w n e r  I n c e n t i v e s :  
F S C  g r o u p  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
E x i s t i n g  c o s t - s h a r e  p r o g r a m s
T a x  i n c e n t i v e s  a n d  w o r k i n g
f o r e s t  e a s e m e n t s

F o r  HCV  3 :  L a t e  Su c c e s s i o n a l  Bo t t om l a n d  Ha r dwood s  ( L SBH ) ,  Y ou r  Con t r i b u t i o n  Wi l l  Supp o r t :
$ 3 , 0 0 0 :  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t  f o r  3 0 - 5 0  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t h a t
c o m m u n i c a t e s  t h e  s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s  a n d  v a l u e s  o f  L S B H ,  t h r e a t s  f r o m  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  m a n a g e m e n t  t o  r e s t o r e  o r  m a i n t a i n  L S B H  a n d  r e d u c e  o r
e l i m i n a t e  t h r e a t s  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h ) .
 
$ 3 , 5 0 0 :  N R C S - c o m p l i a n t  b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o c u s e d  o n  m i m i c k i n g  n a t u r a l
d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  f o r e s t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c o n n e c t i n g  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  i n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m s  ( C E N T R A L
T H E M E ( S ) :  L a n d o w n e r  I n c e n t i v e s )  .
 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 :  F o r e s t  s t a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  ( e . g .  r e l e a s e  t r e a t m e n t s ,  i n v a s i v e  c o n t r o l )  a c r o s s  6 3  a c r e s
o f  p r i v a t e  f o r e s t l a n d  t o  r e s t o r e  o r  m a i n t a i n  L S B H  f o r e s t s  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  I m p l e m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t
A c t i v i t i e s ) .  
 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 + :  S u p p o r t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  s i t e s  t h a t  e x e m p l i f y  " w i l d l i f e  f o r e s t r y  f o r e s t
e n h a n c e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  L S B H  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  i n  t h e  C o a s t a l  C a r o l i n a s  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :
I m p l e m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t i v i t i e s ) .

http://forestguild.org/node/651
https://forestguild.z2systems.com/np/clients/forestguild/eventRegistration.jsp?event=2&
http://forestguild.org/


WILDLIFE FORESTRY IN BOTTOMLAND HARDWOODS IN THE 
LOWER MISSISSIPPI ALLUVIAL VALLEY
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THE ORGANIZATION: The Forest Stewards Guild is  a  national  environmental  nonprofit
organization who practices and promotes responsible forestry as a means of  sustaining the
integrity of  forest ecosystems and the human communities dependent upon them.

 
THE PROJECT: Our project wil l  maintain and enhance bottomland hardwood forests on public
and private lands in the  Lower Mississippi  Alluvial  Valley (LMAV) for the benefit  of  wildlife
species and freshwater systems.  We wil l  promote "wildlife forestry" practices by hosting
events,  preparing cost-share compliant management plans,  and implementing enhancement
activities to exemplify and promote ecological  forest management in these systems
 
THE VISION:    Our goal  is  nothing short of  abundant bottomland hardwood forests for healthy
human and natural  communities in the LMAV of Arkanasa,  Mississippi ,  and Louisiana.  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  I M P A C T :  I n  t h e  f i r s t  2  y e a r s ,  o u r  p r o j e c t  w i l l  r e s t o r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  l a t e
s u c c e s s i o n a l  b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d  f o r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  F S C  C o n t r o l l e d
W o o d  N a t i o n a l  R i s k  A s s e s s m e n t ' s  S p e c i f i e d  R i s k  A r e a  f o r  B o t t o m l a n d  H a r d w o o d  A r e a s  i n  
 t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  A l l u v i a l  V a l l e y  R e g i o n .  F S C  c e r t i f i c a t e  h o l d e r s  p u r s u i n g  a  c o n t r o l l e d  w o o d
m i t i g a t i o n  o p t i o n  c a n  l e v e r a g e  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  s u p p o r t .  T h e  r e l e v a n t  p r o j e c t
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e :

E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h :  
E x e m p l i f y  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s
I d e n t i f y  l a t e  s u c c e s s i o n a l
c o n d i t i o n s
T e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e

 

T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s :
F o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  p l a n s
E n h a n c e d  h a b i t a t  f o r  i n t e r i o r
f o r e s t  b i r d s
E c o l o g i c a l  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t

L a n d o w n e r  I n c e n t i v e s :  
F S C  g r o u p  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
E x i s t i n g  c o s t - s h a r e  p r o g r a m s
T a x  i n c e n t i v e s  a n d  w o r k i n g
f o r e s t  e a s e m e n t s

F o r  HCV  3 :  L a t e  Su c c e s s i o n a l  Bo t t om l a n d  Ha r dwood s  ( L SBH ) ,  Y ou r  Con t r i b u t i o n  Wi l l  Supp o r t :
$ 3 , 0 0 0 :  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  e v e n t  f o r  3 0 - 5 0  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  r e s o u r c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t h a t
c o m m u n i c a t e s  t h e  s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s  a n d  v a l u e s  o f  L S B H ,  t h r e a t s  f r o m  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  m a n a g e m e n t  t o  r e s t o r e  o r  m a i n t a i n  L S B H  a n d  r e d u c e  o r
e l i m i n a t e  t h r e a t s  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h ) .
 
$ 3 , 5 0 0 :  N R C S - c o m p l i a n t  b o t t o m l a n d  h a r d w o o d  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o c u s e d  o n  m i m i c k i n g  n a t u r a l
d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  f o r e s t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c o n n e c t i n g  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  i n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m s  ( C E N T R A L
T H E M E ( S ) :  L a n d o w n e r  I n c e n t i v e s )  .
 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 :  F o r e s t  s t a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  ( e . g .  r e l e a s e  t r e a t m e n t s ,  i n v a s i v e  c o n t r o l )  a c r o s s  6 3  a c r e s
o f  p r i v a t e  f o r e s t l a n d  t o  r e s t o r e  o r  m a i n t a i n  L S B H  f o r e s t s  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  I m p l e m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t
A c t i v i t i e s ) .  
 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 + :  S u p p o r t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  s i t e s  t h a t  e x e m p l i f y  " w i l d l i f e  f o r e s t r y "  f o r e s t
e n h a n c e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  L S B H  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d s  i n  t h e  L M A V  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  I m p l e m e n t
M a n a g e m e n t  A c t i v i t i e s ) .

http://forestguild.org/node/651
https://forestguild.z2systems.com/np/clients/forestguild/eventRegistration.jsp?event=2&
http://forestguild.org/


SANDY MUSH COLLABORATIVE FOREST RESTORATION PROJECT

MORE  I N F O :  N I CK@ F OR ES TGU I L D .ORG
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THE ORGANIZATION: The Forest Stewards Guild (the Guild)  is  a  national
environmental  nonprofit  organization who practices and promotes responsible
forestry as a means of  sustaining the integrity of  forest ecosystems and the human
communities dependent upon them.
 
THE PROJECT: Sandy Mush is  a  high priority conservation area in the Southern Blue
Ridge ecoregion of  Western North Carolina,  occupying 51,000 acres.  The Sandy Mush
geography is  dominated by mesophytic cove sites (MCS) that are highly susceptible
to invasive plants,  especially  following a t imber harvest.The Guild is  partnering with
EcoForesters and Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy to increase capacity
for forest restoration in Sandy Mush

 
THE VISION:  Our goal  is  to foster healthy and resil ient forests that protect
environmental  values,  cultural  heritage,  economic opportunities,  and quality of  l ife
for community residents.

O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  I M P A C T :  I n  Y e a r  1 ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  m a i n t a i n ,  r e s t o r e ,  a n d
e n h a n c e  f o r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  F S C  C o n t r o l l e d  W o o d  N a t i o n a l  R i s k
A s s e s s m e n t ' s  S p e c i f i e d  R i s k  A r e a  f o r  i n  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  R e g i o n .  F S C  c e r t i f i c a t e
h o l d e r s  p u r s u i n g  a  c o n t r o l l e d  w o o d  m i t i g a t i o n  o p t i o n  c a n  l e v e r a g e  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s
t h r o u g h  s u p p o r t .  T h e  r e l e v e n t  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e :

T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s :
-  F o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  p l a n s
-  I n v a s i v e  p l a n t  c o n t r o l
-  E c o l o g i c a l  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t

 
G I S  M a p p i n g :  
-  I n v a s i v e  p l a n t  p r i o r i t i z a t i o n
i n d e x
-  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i g h  p r i o r i t y
t r e a t m e n t  a r e a s

F o r  HCV  1 :  Cen t r a l  App a l a c h i a n  C r i t i c a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  A r e a ,  Y ou r  Con t r i b u t i o n  Wi l l  Supp o r t :
$ 1 , 0 0 0 :  I m p r o v e d  m a p p i n g  o f  M C S  i n  S a n d y  M u s h  t o  h e l p  p r i o r i t i z e  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  f o r e s t
r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o n - t h e - g r o u n d  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  R e s e a r c h  &  M a p p i n g ) .
 
$ 3 , 0 0 0 :  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  f o r  3 0 - 5 0  l a n d o w n e r s ,  f o r e s t e r s ,  a n d  l o g g e r s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t r y  B M P s  t o  p r o t e c t  a q u a t i c  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  h y d r o l o g i c  f u n c t i o n  ( C E N T R A L
T H E M E ( S ) :  E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h ) .
 
$ 3 , 5 0 0 :  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a n  N R C S - c o m p l i a n t  f o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  p l a n  f o c u s e d  o n  e c o l o g i c a l  f o r e s t
m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o n n e c t i n g  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  c o s t - s h a r e  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  f o r e s t r y  B M P s  ( C E N T R A L
T H E M E ( S ) :  C o n s e r v a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e s ) .   
 
$ 6 , 0 0 0 :  C r e a t i o n  o f  a n  a c t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  S a n d y  M u s h  F o r e s t  R e s t o r a t i o n  C o a l i t i o n  t h a t  i m p r o v e s
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t r y  B M P s  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  w i t h  w o r k i n g  f o r e s t  e a s e m e n t s
( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  C o n s e r v a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e s ) .  

E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h :
-  T h r e a t s  t o  A p p a l a c h i a n  f o r e s t s
-  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  f o r e s t
r e s t o r a t i o n
-  I n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m s  a v a i l a b l e

http://forestguild.org/node/651
https://forestguild.z2systems.com/np/clients/forestguild/eventRegistration.jsp?event=2&
http://forestguild.org/


SANDY MUSH COLLABORATIVE FOREST RESTORATION PROJECT

MORE  I N F O :  N I CK@ F OR ES TGU I L D .ORG

FOR ES TS T EWARDSGU I L D .ORG

Photo :  Mark  VanDyke .

THE ORGANIZATION: The Forest Stewards Guild (the Guild)  is  a  national
environmental  nonprofit  organization who practices and promotes responsible
forestry as a means of  sustaining the integrity of  forest ecosystems and the human
communities dependent upon them.
 
THE PROJECT: Sandy Mush is  a  high priority conservation area in the Southern Blue
Ridge ecoregion of  Western North Carolina,  occupying 51,000 acres.  The Sandy Mush
geography is  dominated by mesophytic cove sites (MCS) that are highly susceptible
to invasive plants,  especially  following a t imber harvest.The Guild is  partnering with
EcoForesters and Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy to increase capacity
for forest restoration in Sandy Mush

 
THE VISION:  Our goal  is  to foster healthy and resil ient forests that protect
environmental  values,  cultural  heritage,  economic opportunities,  and quality of  l ife
for community residents.

O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  I M P A C T :  I n  Y e a r  1 ,  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w i l l  m a i n t a i n ,  r e s t o r e ,  a n d
e n h a n c e  f o r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  F S C  C o n t r o l l e d  W o o d  N a t i o n a l  R i s k
A s s e s s m e n t ' s  S p e c i f i e d  R i s k  A r e a  f o r  M C S  i n  t h e  A p p a l a c h i a n  R e g i o n .  F S C
c e r t i f i c a t e  h o l d e r s  p u r s u i n g  a  c o n t r o l l e d  w o o d  m i t i g a t i o n  o p t i o n  c a n  l e v e r a g e
p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  s u p p o r t .  T h e  r e l e v e n t  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e :

T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s :
F o r e s t  s t e w a r d s h i p  p l a n s
I n v a s i v e  p l a n t  c o n t r o l
E c o l o g i c a l  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t

G I S  M a p p i n g :  
I n v a s i v e  p l a n t  p r i o r i t i z a t i o n
i n d e x
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i g h
p r i o r i t y  t r e a t m e n t  a r e a s

F o r  HCV  3 :  Mesoph y t i c  Co v e  S i t e s ,  Y ou r  Con t r i b u t i o n  Wi l l  Supp o r t :
$ 1 , 0 0 0 :  I m p r o v e d  m a p p i n g  o f  M C S  i n  S a n d y  M u s h  t o  h e l p  p r i o r i t i z e  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  f o r e s t
r e s t o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o n - t h e - g r o u n d  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  M a p p i n g ) .
 
$ 3 , 0 0 0 :  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h  f o r  3 0 - 5 0  l a n d o w n e r s ,  f o r e s t e r s ,  a n d  l o g g e r s  t o  e n g a g e  t h e m  i n  M C S
c o n s e r v a t i o n  v i a  M C S  b e n e f i t s  a n d  v a l u e s ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h r e a t s  f r o m  i n c o m p a t i b l e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e n h a n c e  M C S  t h r o u g h  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  E d u c a t i o n
&  O u t r e a c h ;  S t a f f / F o r e s t e r  T r a i n i n g ) .
 
$ 6 , 0 0 0 :  U t i l i z e  o u t c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  m a p p i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  e v e n t s  t o  e n h a n c e  3 0  a c r e s  o f  M C S  o n
S o u t h e r n  A p p a l a c h i a n  H i g h l a n d s  C o n s e r v a n c y  o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  f a m i l y  f o r e s t l a n d  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :
R e s e a r c h ;  M a p p i n g ) .  
 
$ 6 , 0 0 0 + :  I n c o r p o r a t e  o u t c o m e s  f r o m  a b o v e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  r e v o l v i n g  f o r e s t
s t e w a r d s h i p  f u n d  t o  p r o v i d e  u p f r o n t  c a p i t a l  f o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  t o  t r e a t  i n v a s i v e  p l a n t s  p r e - h a r v e s t
a n d  p o s t - h a r v e s t  o n  M C S  ( C E N T R A L  T H E M E ( S ) :  R e s e a r c h ) .
 

E d u c a t i o n  &  O u t r e a c h :
T h r e a t s  t o  A p p a l a c h i a n  f o r e s t s
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  f o r e s t
r e s t o r a t i o n
I n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m s  a v a i l a b l e

http://forestguild.org/node/651
https://forestguild.z2systems.com/np/clients/forestguild/eventRegistration.jsp?event=2&
http://forestguild.org/
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